The stereotype of the mad psychiatrist.
The stereotype of the mad psychiatrist is examined. There is initial consideration of the "popular" model of madness. It is suggested that there is no firm evidence that psychiatrists suffer more frequently from "popular madness" than other medical practitioners. The paper subsequently explores the stereotype's functions, origins, means of propagation and range of effects. It emerges that members of "the first generation" of psychiatrists were labelled as mad. It is inferred that the stereotype may not be about to change. The paper invokes the conceptually closely-related literatures and attendant terminologies of stereotyping, mythology, labelling, deviance, prejudice and stigma.